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Escaping the Prism ... Fade to Black is a collection of Jalil's poetry and essays,
written from behind the bars of Attica prison. Combining the personal and the SUBJECT CATEGORY
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Black Liberation Movement of the 1960s and early 1970s.
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essays show him to be as eager as ever to intervene in and grapple with the events
of today, always with an eye to concretely improving the lives of the oppressed. PAGEBE(?UNT
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Praise for

ESCAPING THE PRISM ... FADE TO BLACK

Jalil Muntaqim's prose and poetry analyze
life within “America as prison.” Decades of
sacrifice and resistance allow him to critique
state oppression and social acquiescence. We
are reminded here of democracy’s capacity for
repression and terror through police, courts,
and captivity; and the mystification and near
disappearance of political prisoners who resisted
such as Muntaqim, who writes that his name is
spoken either as taboo or in reverence. Aided by
Ward Churchill s invaluable afterword, remember
the historical and ongoing wars against dissent,
and the brutal punishments activists risked in
order to expand freedom. In the current debates
about racism, legal duplicity and lethal violence,
Escaping the Prism instructs that in our love for
freedom, “let the spirit guide us.”

Joy James, Seeking the ‘Beloved Community’

When soldiers of a nation-state return home
from war, they are thanked for their service.
When they die in battle, they are honored
posthumously. But there are no medals for an
army of slaves. Escaping the Prism ... Fade to
Black is a stunning anthology of rare and tender
love poems, unflinching struggle poems, and
requiem poetry for a people whose personhood is
denied. Muntaqim's poems as well as the political
vignettes and biographical sketches contained
herein should be required reading for students
who wonder why the world is on tilt. For forty-
three years as a prisoner of war (nearly twice
as long as Mandela who was released after 27
vears), BLA soldier Jalil Muntaqim has nurtured
us with his pedagogy and his poetry. Thank you
for your service.
Frank B. Wilderson III, author of Incognegro:
A Memoir of Exile and Apartheid
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Jalil Muntagim is known for his letters and
petitions and essays. Now, for the first time, we
have a collection of his poetry. The poems are
analytical and tender, inspiring and angering,
nostalgic and sobering. In Escaping the Prism
Jalil meditates on life, love, struggle, music, and
everything else that prisons contain but fail to
crush.
Dan Berger, author of Captive Nation:
Black Prison Organizing in the Civil Rights Era

For more information about Jalil:
www.freejalil.com

To learn about other
political prisoners and
prisoners of war held by the
United States government:
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